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A skunk is surprised by a curious, young 
bobcat.  

When the bobcat refuses to back off . . . 

Wow! The author uses very descriptive language 
on this page, like “unleashes the ultimate weapon,” 
“a blast of stinky spray,” and “the bobcat whirls 
around and runs away.” This helps me to picture in 
my mind, or visualize, what is happening. 

Animals have different ways of protecting 
themselves. 

The heading at top tells us what this page is about: 
that animals protect themselves in different ways.  

But the striped skunk has developed a 
unique . . .  

Skunks use their stinky spray for protection. Press 
Pause and highlight how most other animals use 
their scents. 

Some animals use their odor to attract mates.  

While most animals smear or rub . . . 

On this page, the author explains in detail how 
skunks spray their scent. Can you picture in your 
mind a skunk spraying its scent “like a garden 
hose”? Press Pause and highlight the two ways a 
skunk may spray an enemy. 
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Scientists who study skunk spray have 
found . . .  

Authors of nonfiction often use vocabulary words 
that are specific to their topic, like the word “thiols” 
in the second sentence. 

I have never seen this word before, but I figured out 
what it means by reading the words and phrases 
around it: “chemical compounds” and “which 
contain sulfur.” 

Getting rid of that skunky smell, especially from 
a pet’s fur . . . 

I was surprised to learn that tomato juice only 
masks, or hides, the skunky smell. I am glad William 
Wood discovered a recipe to get the stink out.
Press Pause and highlight how you would use 
William Wood’s recipe if your pet got sprayed by a 
skunk.  

Most people agree that being sprayed by a 
skunk is . . .   

The author has ended her book as she began it, 
with a photo of the young bobcat running away. 

What do you think the author wants you to 
remember about skunks? Press Pause and type 
your answer in the Notes or write it on a piece of 
paper. 
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